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WORLD ASSEMBLY OF WOMEN TO COMMEMORATE THE FIFTIETH

ANNIVEREARY OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'G DAY
(COPENHAGEN, 21 - 24 APRIL 19685)

The major propagenda ondertaking of the Communis: front
Woments International Democratic Federation {WIDF) for the 1959 -
1960 period is its coverily oerganized and controlled “World Assembiy
of Wemen to Commemorate the Fiftieth Apniversary of International
Women's Day, " which will be held in Copenhagen, 21 - 24 April 1960,
ander the auspices of an osiensibly broadly represcatative Vinter-
natioual Initiating Commitiee™. The organizers are reporied to be
in contact with women or woxneals groeps in over 180 couniries, and

- between 1, 500 0 2, 900 women are expecied to aitend, HMalf of the

participants are expected 1o be from Scasdinavian countries, It

is interesting to note, however, that as of Iate October 1959 {im-
mediately after the Danish Covernment had reversed s earlier
decision and agreed to graat visas to Soviet bloc delegates to atiend
thiz Assembly} apparently only between 280 o 300 women were ex-
pected to attend, according to a Danish press report gquoting Mrs,
Knther Brinch (the cbief Danish organiser of the International Ini-
tiating Commitiee, who is 3 WI1DF Ceouancil member and a former
World Peace Council Headquarters official}. In ¥iew of the fact
that, from the outeet, the WIDF envisaged this as a “huge" eveni,
Mrs. Brinch wae probably being pelite and seeking to avold any
further controversy by ansouncing such a relatively small antici-
paied attendance. WIDF aifiliates were advised by a circalar leiter
in mid-Noveraber 1959 that it would be desirable 1c have betwaen
1,580 o 2,300 women from the various mmzxiu throaghout the
world atiend this Assembly,

The theme of the Apaembly will be "The Status of Women
Yesterday, Today and Tomozrrow." The agenda will include the
fellowing topics which will be discussed both in plenary sessions
and in six study sectlons which, in wre, will give a sarvey of the
progress achieved by women thus far and make a concrete study
of the i¢sues concernisy women 2t this thme,
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Homage to the pioncers of the women's movement.

A review of a half-century's cfforte: assets and liabilities,

future perspeciives.

Role and respoasibility of women for liberating the worid
from war, hunger and igneraace.

Participation of wemen in the business world,
. Wemen's civil rights,
Participation of wemen in pﬁ%—ﬁc life.

 Bocial schievements permitting women to reconcile their
exteraal activitiee and their family responsibilities.

Tasks of women's organizstions sad of ail women for 2s
taternational detente, disarmameat and for cooperation,

Education and cultural developmment of women,

Each study seciion will propare decumenis concerning maiters
discussed for consideration by the plenary Assembly,

The principal speakers on the absve-asted agends items have
baen selected by & "working group” in Copenhagen at “closed”
sessions held during the first kalf of Jansary 1968, The "working
group" is, of courss, composed of several key WIDF officials who
coverily control this body and ensure that the Assembly will lollow
lines predetermined by the WIDE,

Plane for the World Assembly of Women were firs: made by
the WIDF ai its Bureaw Meeting in East Berlin, 10-12 December
1958, ai which timne the WIDF Secretariat was inztrucied to examine
all possibilities of holding & huge international meoting on 8 March
1960; 1o form an Internstionsl Preparatory Commitice "of repre-
sentatives of all feminine forces. ., no later than April 1959 to
facilitate preparations;” to consult with natisaal organizations on
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the quesiions of women's a0d children’s rights and problems of
peace that could serve as a basis for this moeeting; and to ask
WIDF affiliates to orgauize the best activities for assuriag the
cooperation of women leaders and women's srganiczations and to

- countact such leaders sod organizaiions sed prominent women in

all fields of activity. WIDF affiliates were to undertake publicizing
this event ip their respective counirizs, to organize expowitionr
and othar svents and obiain the cooperation of prominent persons
and artists,

The WIDF SBecretarist has made considerable progress in
implementing the Burean? 1 directives during the past year. At
ieant three mestings of WIDF governing bodics bave been held since
December 1958 which, smong other things, coacerned themseives
with orgaunisationsl planning of this Assembly. It has expanded its
Headguarters siaff during the past several mouths by briaging in
additional women functienz . ies--many of whom had had prior
experience 2t WIDF Hendquaricrs--to sssist the WIDF in it pre-
parations for this Assembly. la addition, empleying the now

© fsaniliar But neverthelesy still offective Communint froet sactics

of trying te camouflage its organization, control and sponsorship
of this Assembly, the WIDF Secretariat covertly organised two
jstersational) preparstory msetings. From these meetings there
smerged an ostensibly broadly representative “International
Initiating Committee” that has "fronted” for the WIDF as the
official sponsoring group and tha: has iu tarn permitted the sytlib-
lshment of counterpart preparatory commitiees in varicus
countries. Such commitiees are themseives "fronts” organised
and covertly controlled by functionaries of WIDYF affiliates at the
dirsciion of the WIDF. In some instancer, they are set up at the
expross diroction of the nationzl Commupist party as well, The
following excerpt from an article titled "laterustionsl Women's
Day”, which appeared in the 24 May 1959 The Worker {organ of
the CPUSA), clearly illustrates this:

- "t is oot oo zarly for American women 1o set up
committees in varioes cities and hegin to prepare for the
celebration of the 50th asniversary of International Women's
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Day, which will be world-wide next March, In the struggle
for peace, for democracy, for the well-being of children and
for the equal rights of women- -meetings, demonstirations,
exhibits, can be arranged. ...

: 11t will be disgraceful if in the conniry where Intersational
Women? ¢ Day bad its origin, adeguate and appropriaie recog-
sition of its histery is lacking, whie colorful snd dramatic
celeshrations are planned in all other countries. Evena smaall
group of determined women cas stari the ball rolling in each
ﬁity; .0

“Letts set up Commitiees to Celebrate the 50th Anniveraary
of Internsiional Women's Day--and do it svon.”

Particularly noteworthy is the fact that the French Communist Farty
entitied ite Japuary 1960 issue of Cahiers du Communisme (ita
theorctical sad political monthly ergan) "Wemen fa e Struggle

for Derpocracy spd Peace” and devoted at least three articles
conslsting of some (hirty-seven pages o "International Woments Day".
In a fourth article entitied "The Commuuist Party and Women ™ the
Communist ebjectives which they seek to achieve through such unity
projects with wemen are clenrly spelied out.

The First Isternational Preparatory Meeting of the Werld
Assembly of Women jor the Celebrution of the 50th Anniversary

. of Intersational Womend's Day was beld in Malms, Sweden, 13-14

June 1959, liwas attended by women from twenty-eight countries,
most of whom were important officials of the WIDF and its affilintes,
iscluding WIDF President Eugenie COTTON and the new Boviet
Deputy General Secretary of the WIDF, Maris Skotnikova, {Itis
known that the incumbent of this position covertly directs the course
of WIDF pelicies and activities end ensuras their coaformance with
and implementation of current Soviet propaganda objectives). Amang
the participanis who appesred 1o sappori the WI1GF's Assembly

plans were also u few prominent wemen who were officers of
organizaticas not affiliated with the WIDY. This meeiing "clected”
am "International Initiating Committee” (hat issued an “"Appeal”

{copy of which is appended) o "', . .all women'’s organizations, all
individuale, all others who suppori the just cause of women,

join the celebrations of the 50th Aaniversary Jabilee of International




-
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VWomen's Day in 1962, It also concorned iiself with the guestion
of "WIDF Prizes™ to be awarded to women whe have distieguished
themselves as leaders or in working for various women's causes.

This first meeting at Malms decided that organizationsl
planning and arrangements for this Assembly would be carried

‘aut by the WIDY at its Headquariers in East Berlin, with various

sabcommissions specially created to assist the WIDF Secretariac
in better publiciziag this sveni and in obtaining the coveted coopera-
tion wnd support of preminent women and national and internstional
women's organizations aot affiliated with the WID¥. Shorily there-
aiter, specially coopied women functionaries began to arrive at
WIDF Headgquariers in East Berlin to assist the WIDF in it
preparsiory work for the Assernbly WIDF affilistes were subse-
quently caatiened 1o have all thelr celegates to the Copeuhagen
Assembly allow at least six weeks for receipt of necessary visas

‘and 0 organise fund-ralsing activities te help defray the travel

expenses of their delegates, as welles some of the expenses of
delegates froms underdeveloped areas. The WIDY undertock ie
defray the travel expenses of only two delagates from each country,

The Second laternational Preparatery Meeting was beld in
Copechagen, Cemmark, 5-6 Decomber 195%9. This meeting "elected”
tae Presidium of the Internaticasi Inftisting Commitiee for this
Aswembly {described below), formally deosignated 21-24 April 1960
as the dates the Assambly would meet in Copenhagen {net 8 March--
"laternationsl Wemen's Day”--as originaily planued}, approved the
finul agenda and appointed a "work grouwp” in Coponhagen to work en
organizationsl problems, propsgandas and financing of the Assembly,

Arpoug those “clected"” to the Presidiaom of the International
Initiating Committee for this Aesombly are the following women who
will probably play & prominent rele at the Assembly:

Mmme, Fagenie Cottou {Fraace):

An ardent Communist sympathizer and Commaunist- front

activist, Eugenie Cotton bas boen Prerident ef the WIDF
since its foundation in 1945 end is a2 member of the

e
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Presidential Committec of the World Peace Council.
She will be one of the principal speakars at this Aspembly.

Mme. Palma Guillen de Nicolan {Mexico)

Former dalegste to ihe League of Nations and the
Interuationsl Labor Office, former Minister Pleni-
potentiary and former head of the Sacondary Education
System in Mexico, she bae alzo been a member of 2
sumber of Commmunis: froats in Mexico.

Mme. Rameshwari Nehra {india):

Chief arganizer of the Afro-Aslan Solidarity Committes
and Presidem of iis Indian affiliate, she is & leader of
the WIDF-affiliated Nationsl Federation of Indian Woman
and President of the Indo-Soviet Cultaral Seclety. She
is a secisl worker who is velated by marriage te Prime
Minlster Nehro,

Mme. Nina Popeva (USER):

A candidate member of the Central Commitice of the
Cosomunist Party of the Soviet Unios since February

1956 and Vice Presideat of the WIDF since ite fermatioa
in November 1945, Nina Popeva also holds the following
important povitions at the present thms: Chairman of the
Union of Sevie: Societies for Friendship and Cultural
Relations with Foreign Conntries, Member of the World
Peace Council, Chairman of the Presidium of the WIDF-
affiliated Commiites of Soviet Women, Doputy to the
Supreme Soviat USIR, Council of the Unisa and 2 member
of the Foreign Affairs Commixsion of that Conncil. Hhe
has alen served as Secretary and Fresidiem member of
she WEFTU-sifiliated All-Union Contral Ceuncil of Trade
Unions in 1956 asd 1957, and was swarded the internationsl
&talia Peace Prize in 1954 for "strengthening peace between
aations . "
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Some prominent non-Communist women from the Fres World have also
baca lnvited o serve as Presidiom members, including dMre. Eleanor
Boosevelt, former U,8, Delegate 1o the United Natione Organization.
Mrs. Roosaveli has rejected the iavitation,

In view of the WIDF's covert manipulation and coutrol of all
phases of planeing and preparations of this Assembly, it is aot
- surprising that seversl key WIDF functionaries were "appointed”
to this "working group” in Copenhagen, inciuding the following:

Carmen Zanti Toundi (Italy): /Uscally known as Carmen Zanti/

WID¥ Sccretary General since June 1957, ons of the

top three positions at WIDF Headguarters in East Barlin,
she has boen a trusied fanctiosary of the Commmaniet
Party of ltaly (CPL} for many years and at sue time
served in its Central Press and Propegaunda Cifice.

She has traveled extensively, both in the Soviet bloc

and in the Free World, for the WIDF and the CPL,

Zanti has alse been active for masy years in the

Iwalian affiliate of the WIDF and repressnted that
organisation at WIDF Headguarters in 1951,

Eimone Barirand {¥France):

4 militant Comuouunist sctivist who has been an inapor-
tani member of the policy-making Secreinriat at WIDF
Hesdguarters io Eas: Berlin since 1931, first as a WIDF
Secretary and siace November 1954 as an Assistams
Secretary General of the WIDF, Ia this capacity, she
is one of the three most important officiale at WIDF
Headguarters, She has traveled extonsively for the
WID¥, particularly throughout Asia, rhe Boviet bloc
and Western Europe. Bhe helped organize the WIDF
Conference of Asian Women, which was held in Peipiag
in Novambor 1949. For many years she bas been an
important functionary of the WIDF -affilisted Union of
French Wamen and 1958 was olected one of its YVice
Fresidente,

M T3-00915R001200030004-1
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Gisella Floreauini {Italy):

A former Italisw Parliamestary Deputy, she was &

Depaty Council Member of the WIDF from 1945 o 1948

and has been 2 Secreiary of the WIDF since Junme 1958,

In this capacity she iz a member of the policy-making

Sscretarist at WIDF Headgquarters. Such positions are

given only o trusted, experienced Communist functicnaries.
' $he has attended WIDF meetings during these periods,

bath in the Free World and the Soviet blec, '

Lydia Petrova (UBER):

WIDE Couunecil Mamber since at least 1948 and Secretary
General of the Soviet affiliate of the WIDF since at least
1956. In this capacity, she centrols not ounly the directives
of the Comumnitiee of Soviet Women but indirectly those

of the WIDF as well through her continuing relationship

: with, and authority oventhe Soviet Assistant Sscretary

o Geperal at WIDF Headgeariers (Maria Skotaiksva). She

i is also Vice Prealdent of the Sociely for Sevict-Indian
Frieadship and a Doctor of History. She has traveled
extensively throughout the world and bas successfully
breadened the contacis of the Committee of Soviet Women
with women's organizntions, inclading many son-Communist
and leftist groups, throughout the world,

Esther Brinch {(Denamark):

Chie{ Danish organizer of the Iaternational Initiating
Committee for the Worid Assembly of Women in Copen-
bagen, 21-24 April 1960, she has been 2 WIDF Ceuncil
Member since June 1958 and is currently President of
the WIDF . affiliated Danish Dompocratic Wemen's Feders-
tion. She has bean aciive for several years ia the Com-
munist front "peace” movament and was a World Peace
Council Headquariers official for a while. Mrs. Brinch
bae worked for the Dasish Geverament for many yvears
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ae an suthorized German transiator. She is 2 member

of the Donish Hadical Liberal Party and, like many mem-
bars of that party, is stroagly opposed e German rearma-
ment., Ix 1950 she was Chajirman of the non-Communist
Dasish One World Organisation, and in 1955 was 2 memher

of the Hoadquarters Committee of the Open Door Iateraational
{For Ecennmic Emancipation of the Woman Worker), also

a non-Conmaenisi body, '

. Emilicane Steux Brunfaut {(Belgiam):

A member of the Belgian Communist Party since before
Werld War II, she iz 3 member of the WIDF aifiliate in
Belgium aad en Exccusive Commitiee Momber of the
Belgian affiliate of the World Peace Council, a group.
that actively supporis WIDF sctivities as well. Ehe has
attended WIDF and WPC macetings and visited Communist
China in May 1959 as a member of the Belglan WIDF
afflliate’s delegation,

At these "closed” meetings in early Jananary 1960, the "werking
group® decided whe the priacipal speakers would be on each
Asgombly agenda item, and generally concerned themselves with
various erganizational problems, imcluding publicity for and
financing of the Assembly.

The appolatment of a special body to werk “on-thespot” for
several monthe in advance of an isternationsl Communist front
event is mow fairly standard practice. This specially constituted
bedy invariably gives titled positions of seeming imporiance to
represeutatives of bona fide, non-member organizations as
ontensibl ¢ evidence of its "legitimacy” and representativity, while
the “sasaitive” control positions of any real significance are given
to trosted Communist cadre functionaries of the sponsoring Com-
munist front, or in thie case, the WIDF. Such functionaries usualily
iransfer from the Headguarters of the cover: international froat
sponsor when such an "on-the-spot” preparastory body is formed,
or xre functionaries who have had considerable prior experience
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is organising such evenis for the front in question. This weuld
appear 10 hold trus in the case of the "working group” in Copen-
hagen, Parallel with the eperaton of such an "on-thespot” pre~
paratory body--ithe Copenhagen working group ia this case--the
covert international front sponsor {(or the WIDF in this case) not
enly continaes 1o tighten up organizational preparaiions by main-
taining a steady check on ite afiilintes’ preparatory problems and
progress, bat also by providiag them and the "working group”

with diverse kinds of necessary "suppori®.

A gpariial insight into the preparatory role played by the WIDF
Headguarters in provided by a WIDF circular letier to lis affiliates
of late Decomber 1959 which first advised that the following “eificial
documents emanated from this /second interuational prtpanmrtz"
meeting: the Declaration of the Initiating Cammittee, the program
of the World Assembly of Women, ihe list of the presidium menshers,
and the namos of the adherenis and other information &hicy will
be printed iu a Jolder and distributed from Copenhagen, we bope,
the first half of January 1960." 1t then advised its aifiliates,

“We must insist that you let us know the names and iitles of the
people in your couniry whe are adherents of the Initiating Commic-
tee. We request that you send us this information as quickly as
possible so that it can be used in thie folder." The propaganda
importasce the WIDF attaches to receipt of the names of such
adherenis ia atiested 10 by the strong, iusistent lamguage used

in this letter.

Accordiag o literature emanating from the "Intermational
Initiating Committes' in Copenhagen, some twenty-five persons
have been ldentified cither as having sttended ihe 5-6 Decomber
1959 International Preparatory Mceting in Copenhagen or as
"adherents” of the Commitltee, Of these twenty-five only niue
are not kpowa o have preaviously supperied Communist-froa:
sponsored activities. The following aine worpen appear to fall
inte this category, thus indicating some measare of the success
achisved by the WIDF thus far in eliciting support of prominent
women aud representatives of organizations not affiliated with
the WIDF:
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Mme. Marguerite Thibert (Exancs):

Member of Prosidium of the International Initisting Committes;
former head of the Department for Womeun's and Youth's
. Labor of the Internstisaal Labor Qifice {a Epecialized Agency
 of the UN); a Pa. b,

Mme, Sarsh Kislherg {Deamark):

Doctor of Peychiatry apd Neurclogy who Bas been active in
women's activities for some time; the former President

of the "Zanta” Club of Denmark and an Executive Commitiee
Mamaber of the Daaish affiliate of the OUpen Door Internationst,
which is described bulow,

lﬁ&m‘ This club is the Danish affiliste of the “Zonta Interna-
tional”, s boua fide orgasnization of execative women having
13, 300 members in 15 Free World countrics. Its professed
gims are, smesng other things, to "improvs legal, political,
ecconomic and professional status of women. .. to work for
advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through

a world fellowship of executive women ia business and the
professionf, . . 0, 7

Mme, Notly Watin (Frascs):

Barrister at the Ceourt of Faris and Secretary-General of the
Iniernntionsl Federation of Wamen Mombers in the Law
Profession.

i&ta: Information on this exrganization is not avatlable at
this time, |

Mme. Yvoune Taiman«t:}miuard {Fraance):

Barrister at tha Court of Paris and President of the French
Asgaociation of Women Members in the Law Profession.
fﬂﬁw. She attended the first and second international pre-
wﬂmry mestingy for the World Assembly of Women in June
and Docember 1959, and she apparently heads the Freach
aifiliate of the Internsiional Federation of Women Members in
the Law Profession, /
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Mme, Giovaaua Pratelli {Tralyit

Member of Presidium of janternationsl Cemumittee; barrister,
President of the Interuational Federstion of Women Membexs
in the Law Profession, and, according to 1956 wWhe's Who,

{s ce-dirsctor of two lialian-language legal publications, The
Couart of Brescia and Venice aad the Foreusic Bulletin, Bore
in 1893 in Milan bus lives in Venice.

[Note: The fact that Mme. Pratelli ie President of the Inter-
sational Federation of Women Members is the Law Profession
suggests that it hes an affiliste in Italy. Siace Freach officiale
of this body are also supporting this Assembly, it appears o
be one in which the WIDF has considerable, slibhough hitherto
unsuspected, influence, /

Mme. Dr, Terssita Sandeski Scelba {kealy):

Fresident of the Intarnational Alllzuce of Women (1aVW) and

a physician and surgson.

JNote: The IAW is a bena fide organization that was foanded
i 1904 and has affiliates in hirty-three comtries of the Free
World, It enjoys comsaliative states B with the UN Ecomuomic
and Social Council, as well as UNESCO aad ILO relations.
Mme, Scelba was previously aa Executive Commitiee member
of the JAW, The professed aims of the JAW are io "gecure
enfraachisemaent for the women of all natiens and promote all
reforms necessary to vstablish a real equality of liberties,
status and opportunities hetween men and women. ... "

Mme, Cisse ¥atou Aridbot {(Guines):

Sccretary Genaral of the Union of Women of West Africa.
§Nat¢= Information aboal this organization is not available
at this time. [

-

Mme, Ada Ferrieri Basseini (lialy):

Vice President of the lalian National Ceuncil of Women and
Connseiloy of the Italizn Women's Alliaace,

iZ
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{Note: These appear 1o be Italian affiliates of the AW (des-
cribed above) and of the International Council of Women {(ICW).
The ICW is slso a bena fide organization that was feunded in
1888 and consists of affiliates in thirty-four covutries of the
Free World., Ii cooperates with the IAW and has consultative
status B in the UN ECOSOC and working relations with the
following Specialized Agencies of the UN: Food and Agrical-
tursl Orgasization, UNESCC and the UN Iuternationsl Child-
ren's Ereergeacy Fund. Thae professed aims of the ICW are
1o "hring together women's organizations of all races, creede
and classes from all purts of the world for consultation on
actisn to he taken to promote the welfare of mankind, of the
farnily, and of the individaal; to work for the removal of all
disabilities for wmmf] i

Mrs, Anne K, Eaton (UBA):

Member of Prestdiom of the Iaternational Initiating Committee.
{Note: Mre. Eaton and her husband, Cyras Estou, have been
sctive organisers and sapports of the Pugwash Movement
during 1958 and 1959, iz which the world Federation of
Ecientific Workers and scientific personalities from the Bloc
bave participated. She traveled to the Soviet Unien in 1958,
Several articles cencerning her have appeared in Soviet ¥ernan
{official monthly organ of the Sovist Women's Commitiee and
the Cestral Council of Trade Uslons of the USSR}, The June
1959 issue of Soviet Woman carried an article in which Mrs.
Eaton is gueted as saying the following: “Women musi take
the responsibility for better relations between nations. ...
What is noeded more than astate statesmanship or massive
retaliation is the wisdom of methers who know that people the
world over are the smme, Civilization is in danger, Women
have the obligaties to speak up forcefully for sanity in inter-
astiensl relstions and mest insist tha: the bomd testing which
endangers the health of children and children not yet bara saust
be stopped. What is needed is an internaticonl meeting of
women and the slogan, *Women of the world, usite! Yeur
children are in danger.? ¥ The ariicle stated that Mrs, Eaton
has been mraking many speeches to women's clubs throaghout
the United States, The December 1959 issue of Soviet Womarn

i3
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gquoted Mra, Ezton as sayiag,

#The Fiftleth Anniversary of Internationsl Woemen's Liay
‘is a very significant occanion. 1 fcel sure that the future
of this grest erganization will have a profound influence
in the course of history.... "/

It oay be noted that Mme. Anua Westsrgasrd of Denmark is

' being used by the International Inftisting Commities in Copenhagen

{of which she is a member of the Presidium) to cosign lie corres-
poudence, along with Mrs, Esther Brinch. in view of the fact that
Mmae. Westevgaard is oow abmost cighty years old and largely imactive,
it is apparent that the WIDF organisers are trying to eaploii her
promineace as 2 Dauish feminist lezder for almost fifty years, her
thirtecn years as a member of the Danish Parliament, hur foTmer
position as Directress of Traific of the Danish State Railroads and

her current position as President of the Open Door International.
Although Mme, Westergaard bas in the past supported some Communiat
fromt "peace” and women's groups, such support his beeu in ez with
her avdent espousst of all femine causes. The Open Door Interaational

(For the Economic Emancipation of the woeman worker, or ODI}, of

which Mme. Westergaard is now Presideat, is a boma fide erganization
extablisked in 1929. It has affiliates in ten countries in the Free World,
and its prefesned aims are iv “securs that & womnan shall be free to
werk and protected as a worker on the same terms a8 & mAR and that
tegislution and regulations dealing with conditions, hours, payment,
suiry snd training shall be based upon the aature of the work sad

not upon the sex of the worker...”, eic. The Open Deoor Interna-

ttenal has consultative "register™ status with the UM ECOB0C.

Reporis of the WIDF Council Meeting in Prague in Getober
1959 clesrly indicate that the WIDF inteads to use ihis Assemnbly
and the worldwide preparations for the 50th anniversary of Inter-
satioasl Women's Day celebrations iw two imporiant ways. First,
ie cresie the broadest possible support for the currest fovist peace
and disarmament policies and to use such support i@ “pregssare”
Free World Goveruments into accepting Soviet peace and disarma-
ment policies, Ialiam Comaunist WIDF Becretary General Carmen
Zanti called "for tho stupping up of the women?¥s struggle in capitalist
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couniries and colonien in defense of their rights and stressed that
this movemnent was indivisible from the fight for peace.” Csech
Peputy Fremler Ludmila Jankovcova told the WIDF Council:

"The celebration of the 50tk anniversary of Interaational Women's
Day falls into this historically importani period in which the fate

of all mankind in being declded. I am convinced that democratic
women in the whole world are prepared te celebrate this day in
diganity and that they will uss, for thelr imtensified prepsganda
weork, the time before the new meeting of the heads of government
of the great powers ia order io mobilize all women in the world for
the sirugglie agalasi war.”" Reports indicaie that many WIDF affili.
stew have been organizing signature collection campsigns o prosent
the WIDF on this occasion with a demonstyation of the solidarity

of women's support of the Seviet peace and disarmament propesis,

Raports aleo indicate that the WIDF iotends io use the Asscrmbly
and the preparatory activities as a2 means of obtaining the hroadest
poseible anity of action {from sbove aud below) with nos-Communist,
acu-member woments organizations, promincar women leadesrs
and unorganized women in the Free World., Where such anity
has bern achicved in other covertly erganized activities of the
WIDF, such as the Meeilnge of European Women on Pence,
Disarmament and Atomic Problems held in Rome and Bruvate,

Italy in May and July 1959, WIDF has sought to extend it to sap-
port of the Copenhagen World Aesambly of Women in April 1969,
and more generally to other WIDF actrities of mutual interast.
This tactic has spparently been fairiy saccessful since many of
the "adherents” of the Assembly are women who attended one or
bath of the Meetings of European Women i Italy in May and July
1959, I is, therefore, possible that others who atiended thuse
meotings may also support and atisad the World Assembly of
Wemnon in Coponhagen, Should thie be the case, the foilowing
organizations might also be represeated at Copenhagon:

-“The “international Recouncilistion Movement", whose Fraach,
Italian, awd Ywedish affilintes were represeated at the WIDF -
erganized Meetings of European Women,

{Mote: The International Fellowship of Eeconciliation is a
religicus pacifier movement founded in 1919 that has affilizies
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in twenty-three Free Workl countries. Its prefessed sims
aze “To explore the social and intermational meaning of Love
asd Paace as ssemplified preeminently by Jesus Chrise.™
Ita'mensbers refase sanciion and support of warfare and
..« Btrive for social justice aud peaceful change by methods
conforming to the way of Christ. " Individual members of this
Movement have participated at conferences sponsared by the
WPC, as woll as Anti-A and H Bomb Conferences. /
~The Women's International Leagus for Peace and Fresdom
{WiL.PF), whoesz Dutch, bwedish and Swiss affiliates were
reprosented at the WIDF Meetings of European Women.
[Note: The WILPE is a bene fide organization that has been
a special target of the WIDF for many years. The WILPF
was founded in 1915 aad has affiliates in forty-five couniries,
including Bulgaria and Caechoslovakis. Its professed aims
are to "bring together women of different political and
philosophical tendencies united in their determination to
study, make known and help abolish the political, social,
economic and psychological causes of war, and to work for
a just and lasting peace based on freedom.” It has consnl-
tative status "BY with the UN ECOS0C and UNESCO and
specialized counsultative status with the following UN Special-
ized Agencles: Food and Agricultural Organizatien, UNMICLF
and 1LO. Some of the WILPF aifiliaies have been infilurated
by Communists or ardent fellow traveilers who, in some cases,
have gained positions of influence which they have sought to
expioit in suppori of WIDF and WPC activities, The WILPF _
haw sent official sbservers (e some WIDF and WPC mestings, (

-The Federation of Worsen Juzrists, whose Italian affiliste was
represaenied at the WIDF Meetings of European Women.
[Mote: 1t is mot kuown whether this group is identical with
the affiliste of 1ho International Federation of wWomen mem-
bere in the Law Profession which is supporting the Copen-
hagen Assembly. There iz an International Fedaration of
Wenaen Lawyers {(or Jurisis) that is & bona fide, professinaal
organization established in 1944 and has affiliates in fifty-
six countries throughoat the Free World., It has consultative
status "B" with UN ECCECC and UNESCO and cooperaies
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with the ILO. It bas an affiliate in Iwaly. /

~Interaational Cooperative Wwomends Guild, whose Kalian
affiliate nay have been represcnted at the WibY Meetings
of Ecropess Womon, _ _ ‘
i_: Wote: The Italian National Committes of Women Cooperators
was represenied at these maetings, The lnteroational Co-
opsrative Women?s Guild s » body that was founded e 192t
and claims to have affiliates in twenty-two couniries {including
Bulgarix, Gsechoslovakia, Poland and the USSR) totaling 31
millios members, Its professed alms are io Yumite WwomAan
cooperaters of all lands. . .to xaise the status of women through
the schievement of econumic and political equality, aad im-

prove their standard of family life; premeote sducation of
women cooperators. . work for intersational peace through
security and friondly relations between all countries.”/

-The Theosophical Society, whose Italisa afffliate may bave
bBeen represented at the WIDK Mestings ef European Women.
[The Itatian Theosophical Association was the group repre-
sented. The Theosophical Socieiy, fouvaded i 1875, has
abmost 34, 008 members in pixty-four countrien of the Free
Werld, and Its professed aims ars, amosg others, “unmiver-
sal brotherkood, without distinction of race, creeds, SeX,
caste or celour. "/

Successfal unity-of-action at the national level on spocific matters

" of cormmon interest iv noth nen-Commaunist and Commanist front

women’s groups may also be extended to support of the World As-
semably of Women in Copenbagen. It maay be noted ihat in France
the WID¥-affiliated Union of Freach Woman and its Weomen's
Rights Comunissien is workiag jointly with ien other womenls
organizations ts defeat certais proposed changes in the Fraench
Civil Code which they maintain are detrimental 1o women's
rights. Twe of thete ten organizations are participating in the
intersations] preparatory meestings for the World Assembly of

in view of the fact that some of the “adherents® of the
World Assembly of Wemen in Copenhagen sré womes who

17
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served as sponrsors of the Firs: Latis American Women's
Conference which was held in Santinge, Chile, in November 1959
and which was 2180 covertly erganized by the WIDF, soms non-
member women's organizations that were represented at this
mecting might alsc be represented at the Copenhagen Assumbly
in April 1960, Most non-member orgasisations, however, with-
drew from and repudiated this Conference before it convened.

Ia any svent, at the suggestion of WIDF President Zugenie Cotion,
the Santiage Conferencs did adopt a special recommendation
ealling for preparations for the celsbration of the Fiftieth Aani-
versary of International Women's Day to begin at once,

That the WIDF intends to use the Copeshagon Assembly as
an "anti-cotonial” tribune is implicit in its postponement of this
Assembly from 8 March 1960 (which is International Women's
Day) 1o 21 -~ 24 April 1860, The 24th of April is the anniversary
of the wow “historic” 1955 Bandung Couference which adopted
the "Hve Principles of Peaceful Coexistence”, 2 date which fellow
Cemimnusigt fronts--the Weorld Federation of Democratic Youth,
the International Union of Students and their aifiliates-- bave
aought to expleit by worldwide celebrations snd fend-raising
campaigns as the "Day of Selidarity Againet Colonlalism and
for Pesecoful Ceexistance”. The Afro-Asian Women's Conference
in scheduled to open in Cairo im September under the spousorship
of the Afre-Asian Peoples folidarity Council. It muay be noted that
Remeshwari Nehra (» Presidivm member of the Internstional
Initiating Commitiee for the World Assembly of Womea in
Copenhagen and a key figare ia the Indian Afrc-Asian People's

Solidarity Council) bas been iu contact with the priucipsl UAR

organizer of the Cairs Conference. The Copenbagen Asgem-

bly's anti-colonial arguments will, bowever, probably be keyed

mote te "peace” aad "national developmen:” slogans than te
aggressive “"national liberation” dernands.

Posiponement of the Copenhagen Assembly ales sarves (he
additionsl aseful purpose of permitting the great variety of world-
wide "Intzrnational Woman?s Day" activities on or about B March
1960 to be used as preparaiory events for the Copeuhagen Assembly.
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Dslegates may he selected and fands raised to help defray their
travel zspeases. Reports indicate that the organisers consider
these activities of cousiderable mportance and effectiveness in
sctivating women of varylng political orientation frem the local to
the national level. They include 3 great variety of preparatory
activitics from the Jocal to the nationsl level, such as large
national assemblies with specially invited foreign guests. These
ssscmblies, in effect, treat all the agenda items of the Copse-
bagen Assewnbly and im many cases are preceded by numerons
speciatized local and provincial meestings whose programs are
tallored (o problexss of general interest to women {education,
health, socisl welfare, employment, sic.) or 1o matters of
intereut 1o specific groups by profession, occupation, soclal
stetus or avecation {legisiators, teachers, workers, peasant
womea, housewives, artists, athietcs, etc.). Ie some countries
special scaninare are planned in which delegates can become

. familiar with the proper lines to bo taken st the Assembly, These

will also provide useful experience in dealing with any counter
sarguments that might be raised ai the Assembly. The Frenck
Compmunist Psrty has, for exampie, emphasized that all elements
of the Party are respousible for "isteasifylag the tdeslogical
straggle” smong women, by dencuncing all efforis to keep women's
activities apolitical and by explaining in Communiat tarms the

real origina of the problems which iaterest women,

In some countries WIDF affiliates plan to award "Interna-
tional Women's Day" prizes to woimen who have disinguished
themsclves in some fashion. Most WIDF affiliates and "national
preparatory committees™ plan to publish special propaganda
literature on this occasion (ranging from brochures and cards
to magaeines and hooks), sad those im the Seviet bloc even plan
to produce special festuare and documentary films showing how
well women in the Bloc live, The WIDF has provided its affili-
ates and “mitional preparaiory coramittees” with considerable
propaganda material which they can use in compiling their own
special propagsnda literature, as well as with apecial stamps,
badges, stc. which the affiliates can sell to help them raise funds,
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Finally, there has been considerable internationsl Communist
front support of this Copenhagen World Assembly of Wemen. The
World Peace Council’s suppori is implicit from the publicity given
it in its official fortuightly organ, Bulletin of the World Coancil of
Feace Ro. 3, 1 February 1960, Page 14 of this issae 18 simost
eatirely devoted to WIDF President Eugenis Cotten's arilcle on
the “50th Asniversary of latarnations]l Women's Day,” Muors
frank and direct suppor: of this occasion was given by the World
Federation of Democratic Youth at its Fifth Assembly of Mesaber
Organizations (Prague, Auguast 1959} when it decided "to partici-
paie in the iotersational gathering of women on the occasion of the
celebration of the ammiversary of March 8th,..." The World
Federation of Trade Unions and its affllistes traditionally have
supporied Interustional Women's Lay celabrations, and may play
an important role this time as well, WIDF affiliates sre making
cousiderable olforts to activate women workers of all types ané to
establish anity-of-action with them, evea ut their jobs.
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Appendix®
1910 - 1960

INTERNATICNAL WOMEN'S DAY IS FIFTY YEARS OLD

An Initisting Commitiee for the celchration of the 50th
saniversary of International Women's Day was convensd
in Malm), Swoden lu June 1959, It has published the
following declaration cu the sccasion of the coming SO0t
anniversary of March Bth:

In the city of Copenhagen 50 years ago, women from several
countries gathered to proclaim the reed for women to unite o
win their fundantental rights and to wxext all their efforts in the
service of pesce., They resolved to celebrate Internsiional
Womends Day every year as an expreszion of the mutual interests
that bind the women of the world,

The pust 50 years, marked by deep going social changes
snd scieatific and techuical discoveries, have opened up grand
perspectives of well-being and prosperity for mankind, Netabls
among the achievements of this period is the advance made by
wamen in all spheres of life. Women bave wou politicsl rights
in most of the coustries. They catered professions traditionally
reserved for men. Iun all spheres of life, women are to & greater
extent taking their rightful place in society. They are occupyisg
positions maore consistent with their abilitles, the exient of thelr
quslifications and the couscicuensss of their responsibilitiss.
These declsive gains bave been won by parsistent and herole
stiorts to which many give their bast, asd have ensbled women
to live in greater dignity as citisens, workers and mothers.

Thus a new woman has come inio being whese rights are
recognized in the Charter of the Wnited Nations,

But all rights have net yet heen won. Women ia many
countries arve still deprived of full eccess to education, the right
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to work, equal pay for equal work, full access to all professiens,
legal and political equality, cconomic and secial secarity, To
achieve these, all forms of discriminsties must be eliminated,

To reach these goals and cneure the continued advance of
women in the family and ie society, peace and the righis of
paoples io determine thair own destiny are indiapensable pre-
requisites. This thought inspired the wonien who met in Copen-
hagen 50 yoars ago when they linked the struggle for the righis
of wemnen with the safleguarding of peace,

But two great wars aad many other cenflicts in the half
ceniory have brought wanton desiraction and saffering to
humanity, Today the threat of war still exists and is aggra-
vated by the menace of nuclear weapons and their terribls
censequences, It is mors imperaiive thae sver for women to
anite to elimninete war forevar,

Women have a common desire 1o protect life, the security
of the bome and the future of their children.

Wornen of all sacial backgrouads, workers, farmers,
peasanis, intelleciuals, housewives, women belonging to
organisatione or unaffiliated, 21l have rights to win and defend.

: We, women from 28 counirier frem all continents, from
different organisations, meeting in Malm® cs June 13th and
t4th, 1959 jnvite all women's organisations, &ll individuale, all
others who suppor: the just cause of women, io join the celebra-
tions of the 50th Aaniversary Jubliez of International Wamen's
Day in 1968

This day will be a great occasion oo which to honour all
champions and ploncers who have fought for us, to review the
bistoric paet and to draw new impetas from its successors, in
ovder to help ensure Iurther victeries for women, whick are
indispensable to the continaed progress of the whole society.

Malms, Sweden, June 13th and l4th, 1959.
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This daclaration bas appeared in varieus WIDF documents
{imclading the August 1959 issue of the WIDF mwuthly organ,
Wonsen of the Whole World, asd officlal docaments adopied
by the WIDF aifiliates by WIDF circalar leiter of 29 October
1959) and in various publications of the affiliates of the WIDF,
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